

Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


10/041.948 


PETERSON ETAL 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Christian P. Chace 


2189 





-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears oh the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-26 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to independent claims 1 and 13, a system for generating multiple 
drive strengths, comprising a plurality of adders, each adder having a plurality of n-bit 
inputs, each input receiving a selective set of bits from the n-bit output of the state 
machine, the plurality of adders generating a plurality of n-bit outputs representative of a 
plurality of drive strengths operable to drive the one or more output signals is not taught 
or suggested by the cited prior art of record. Claims 2-12 and 14-21 depend upon the 
instant claims, respectively, and are allowed for at least the reasons discussed supra. 

With respect to independent claim 22, generating an n-bit output representative 
of a drive strength operable to drive the output signal and adding combinations of two or 
more selective sets of bits from the n-bit output to generate a plurality of n-bit outputs 
representative of a plurality of drive strengths operable to drive the output signal are not 
taught or suggested by the cited prior art of record. Claims 23-24 depend upon the 
instant claim and are allowable for at least the reasons cited supra. 

With respect to independent claim 25, adding combinations of two ro more 
selective sets of bits from the n-bit output to generate a plurality of n-bit outputs 
representative of a plurality of drive strengths, and adjusting an output driver of a 
memory controller operatively coupled to the memory subsystem to operate at one of 
the generated n-bit drive strengths based on the loading is not taught or suggested by 
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the cited prior art of record. Claim 26 depends upon the instant claim and is allowed for 
at least the reasons set forth supra. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian P. Chace whose telephone number is 
571.272.4190. The examiner can normally be reached on MAXI FLEX. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Sparks can be reached on 571.272.4201. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christian P. Chace 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2189 



